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ABSTRACT
A Story and a Verse quoted in the Civaravastu
of the Mulasarvastivadins

Hisashi MATSUMURA

The Civaravastu of the Mulasarvastivadins contains not only the exposition of
monks' robes but also some narrative stories. The most noticeable ones among them are
stories of Visakha and Jivakas. Besides these two big stories some smaller Jatakas are
contained. One of them is "A precept of a bird" which concludes the story with a verse
as most usual Jataka stories do.

We have a similar story in the Northern tradition of the Pancatantra cycle. Judging
from the close similarity of the construction and the content of the concluding verse, it
is probable that these two traditions of the story could go back to the same origin.

In the Southern tradition of the Pancatantra cycle, we find a story of a bird which
gives a precept. At the first sight it appears that this story of the Southern tradition does
not have close connection to the above said story of the Northen tradition, but taking
into consideration the relevant story of the Civaravastu we can conclude that these three
traditions of the story may share the same origin. We cannot underestimate the linking

role of the Civaravastu.

[Key Words] Mulasarvastivadacivaravasutu, the Northern tradition of the Pancatantra

cycle, the Southern tradition of the Pancatantra cycle, A precept of a bird



